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After praying and thipking your qusry (and Rome's)
ooncaerning Fr. Jacobson, it is ay opinion that he probably cannot de
conaidered. Howovexr, before going any further, suoh as sending for more
informations from different scurces, I wish to rcfer the case to your
Judgement. B : : :

Pirast, I don't think he'd be suited for the jJobs he gives a strong
impression of intellectual pride, loves to engage in ondless discussions
which ve ry soon turn sway from the original topic, and usually degensrate
" in pure dialectio. There 1is no doubt he szems to have an exoellent mind,
but for one I have the impression it stays very much on the purfase, some
kind of exterior brilliance that ocbacures whatever really lies underneath it
“alls this I have never becn given a chance o really penetrate, Though I
have seldom soen Pather sinoce he came back as a priest, I was his Superior
in Holy Cross vhen he was a Bcolastic, and he does not seem to have changed
much sinces A%t that time also, I had to remomstrate with him in several ins-
tances as he was spendin; a lot of t:me with the girls of the school who

formed a kind of ocircle of admirers, even when his duties salled him to
be prefecting his boysj he always ssomed to have time and talents to enterw
tain the girls, bu} seldom used these same talents to keep his own charges
‘happye I know that this situation has frequently been repeated in our
8 chools with other Boolagtics as wells they are often overloaded with
classes, profecting and other duties... and quite naturally seem $o0 look
for their recreation in female oompanionship {girls and Volumtoers).

Howevsry; there is another reason for my opinion, more serious I believe,
and 1%t is the zeason for my asking your judgzemsnt. before asking informations.
Two years agoy. when Father was on Nelson Island, very serious moral charges
were made agaipst him by the Village Couneil (so the thing was apparently
widsely oironlated in the area):r Bishop Jleeson wanted me. to condust an

- investigation, but I declined, since these acousations had beon made to the
‘Bishop himself, and I though$ he should conduot whatever forum externum
procaess was oalled fory.withoul involving the Booiesy; speoially not the
‘Buperior who should only be presented with acertained facts for his own
aotien if oalled fors Although relucatantly, the Bishop had agroes, and
' sent Bishop Bolleaus When he came back, he told me that charges of adultery
and fornication had been made, and that the best he oould make out wasp
Father had certainly been imprudent in dealing with women working for him

~.in his house, sometime late evening. However he oould rot cbtain very defnite
facts and he thought the whols thing had been built up thru personal grudges

-and gossips ('looal politica'): it was the time when the village of Chefornak
was divided betweon those who wantsd to move 4o a new looation and those who

wante 4 to siays On my recommendation, Father remained neutral in the
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discussion, only stating he would move the ohurch too if all the people
agreoed on the move, otherwise he'd stay in Chefornak as long as the
number of those who chose not %0 move justified his prsssnce there. Some
actually moved, to Tooksock Bay, th majority remaining at Cheforrak.
Now the oharges came from those who had moved to Tocksook, and Bishop

‘Boileau thought tho different tos timonles unoloar and sometime contradictar)

50 his final conolusion was Father's innocence, tho charges deing maused by
jealousy and his too free attitude with women that was thus misinterpreted.
0n e year ago, new charges of aduliery wore made, from Chefornak this time,

by the hushand of a woman who is judged really good and henest: I tried to

80, but weather kept me indefinitcly stuck in Bethel, and as there was no
prospect of reaching the Island then as break-up was approaching, T came
back home} moreover, Father was leaving for Outside very shortly.
New that charge had come to me thru the Bsthelts State Magisirate, a good
cathoiio woman who passed it on the me as she was reluctant to take any
official action, and she said at the time that it was a fi0t known from
a good many that Father had tvwo children on the Island, Consulted, the
Bishap decidod 4o Just drop this last case and move Father to St.Michael wit)
a good admonition to watch his relatiomship with women: he apparently jJust
$ook this new charge as a rebound of the old stories, by someone with a
_grudge. As a mat¥er of faoty I don't think any investigatlon ocouid
possibly come to a certain conoclusion one way or the other: I have watched
a good many police investisations in our villages, and have come to the

conclusion our people are not yet advan ced enocugh to give impartial and
true tes timmy.-.

Phis would be my main r ason to think Father could not be chosen for
the positi n in the Diccere, by fear the old stories ocome back to life
and travel all around;, with no one really able to squash them once and-
for all, Please let me know if you wish %0 proceed further, or just
drop the Rome's ideas you may if you wish nmake a copy of this lester to
send as Jjustification.

If Rome agrees that their oandidate is unsuited, that will leave y u to
carry the ball at the Provinoe levels we have no ona else to propose from
here, However Itd like %o push the issue far Fr. Loyenss I stil: stand
behin 4 him § I think Rome is making too much of his actual tendenoy to
abrupt judgementsj This is on)y superficial and first reaoction, nnd mostly
in his personal field of profeseional knowledge where he excellsj I have no
doubt that with maturity coming from grsater rosponsibilities and dealings
with all kinds of peorle, tha sharp codrmers of his pe rsomality would
quick.y erodas Also, wiile T can ss: the possible good he ocan secomplish
in his epeolal fisld, I b lieve that with his talents he csuld accoplish
much more in the position proposed.  Moraover there appears to bs some
contradiotion in the lotter from Rome, that rofuses him by fear of his
attitude toward the miseionaries and the Mission Superiar, while one of the
reasons advanced fn favor of Fr. Js 1is that he belicves four officium easse

aooperarl cum Epis oopo'..s ¢ if he was elevated thers, what wonld be hims
own feeling about cooperation the other way?... The ocold fact is that
éxcept Fre Astruc; we have no one suitable here besides Lom, and as pointed
in my letter to you, I have mome reservation toward Renets ability to
communicate, though heo is otherwise vaery well qualifieds A possible

oompromise might be to call on Pr. Eds NMurphy of Bostont his background
gertainly prepares him well for such a position, and he should gtill be
good Tfor amother tem to twelve years, which would ;ive time to Lom to
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mature some more, though by that time, he probably would have asquired too
much of an intelle ctual propensity from being removed from actual give and
ta ke actiont at the U, he is standing in the aura of his brilliance and
actual cersain knowledge; hetd be strictly a University man, and probably
unsuite 4 for anything elsa. I think he is a providential gift to Alasika
and we should make use of him in the highest capacity.

T enclose a letter jJust roceived from Fr, Dibd, t6 give you more of an
idea of how things are going in Anchorageg I hope Fr, Jeneral can soonm
Zive us tho practiocal decisions we neud as $0 the Bocieity's status in the
State, to avoid this criss-croscing of anthority and decision-making linese,
ag in the case of the Archbishop askigz you $o provide a new man far Coprer.
Would you cemsider a Comsultors® meeting in Fairbanks, sometime in July after
Pres Astruc is thru with his fishing, to help us settle at loast some of ouxr
pending questionsj Pairbamks (parishes ani Residence), contraot with the
Bishop, the futu-e of the Josuit commitment to Copper, how te apply
hore the dirsct:ves of the Cungrogatien to cur work when overything is in
the hands of the Bishops an 4 u p to their wishea that so oft n den't take
any account of the missionaries own thoughds and experience. Or, if you
think it could serve a useful purpose, 1 could go down when Fr. Small shall
be in the Province., .

Concorning Fr, Llorente; things are wuquite decided for this year sinoce
he offered to stay on %0 reliews the pressure since I would not have anyone
to take his place as Hespital Chaplaine However; Bizhop Gleeson might have
something in mind which he did not share with me yett last time I eaw him,
he accepiod only to0 go over the immediats summer needs, stating that the more
permanent status would be discussed later in the summer...whioh does not make
it very easy for me to try to antiocipate and plansy just moving from ane crisis
t0 anotheri )

A& you said &ar your las${ leiter, many items have to be clarified...

All jours in Xto Jesu,

Jules M. Convert, 8, J»
Super:or, Alaska
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